In Bangladesh, the overall cancer burden including adolescent and childhood cancer is largely unknown due to the nonexistence of (population-based) cancer registries. 4, 5 The proportion of childhood cancers is expected to be high in Bangladesh because of the young population structure-about 47 % of the population is under 15 years old. 6 Bangladesh has no authentic cancer statistics but nearby country scenario is available. In Pakistan incidence is 100 per million in <15 years of age and in India it is 64 per Million. 7, 8 In 2012, the population was estimated to be 164 million with 47% under 15 years. There is no national population based cancer registry but using worldwide incidence rates of between 180/million children. We would expect 13000 new cases/year 1 in Bangladesh. Only about 25% of those numbers are actually currently diagnosed. Under-5 mortality is now 46/1000 live births and infant Mortality 38/1000 live birth. 10 Poverty is a major issue but the national economy is showing positive growth. Children present late with cancer as a result of poor public and local health worker awareness of the meaning of signs and symptoms of cancer. Consequently, only about 80% of children reaching secondary/tertiary hospitals can be offered potentially curative therapy, and of those many families cannot afford to pay for full treatment. 10 Over time, the childhood and adolescent cancer incidence has increased which is most likely due to improved awareness among clinicians, diagnostic facility and registration. The incidence rates are still low compared to India where the total childhood cancer rates varied between 38 and 124 per million person-years compared to 8 per million person-years in Bangladesh. 11 Total 80000 death /year in < 19 years of age due to cancer and in < 19 years of age 5-year survival in low income countries as low as 10% while that in developed countries like USA and UK as high as 80%.
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Conclusion
Childhood cancer is increasing burden for our country but these are curable with simple effort. Establishment of childhood cancer institute, creating posts of pediatric oncologists as well as onco-surgeons, support group, supply of drugs with subsidies and pediatric cancer home may help to reach the goal of success in childhood cancer.
